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A swarm in May… 

Despite a challenging winter with many colony losses, 
the swarm season is now underway and those of us 
with growing colonies need to keep an eye out for 
those developing swarm cells and ensure the 
necessary equipment is on hand. 

Whichever method you use, swarm control provides 
an opportunity to increase your hive count, and 
perhaps help out a fellow beekeeper who has lost 
colonies over the winter. 

 

Worth a bale of hay? 

A spare brood box or a couple of supers can be put to 
good use as a bait hive. Empty frames (no 
foundation) will give the incoming swarm something 
to build on while giving the box the feeling of space 
needed to encourage its use. An old brood comb and 
a few drops of lemongrass oil on the top bars will also 
increase its appeal to a passing swarm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a Glance: 

Meon Valley Beekeepers’ Auction 
20th May 2023, 11:30 – 17:00 
Greatham Village Hall GU33 6EY 

tinyurl.com/RDBKA12  (see page 7) 

World Bee Day 
20th May 2023 

Bees For Development Garden Party 
Fundraiser 
Wednesday 14th June 16:00- 19:30 
Marlborough House, Pall Mall, 
London SW1Y 5HX 
www.bees.org 

Honeybee Appreciation Day: Sunday 
15th July at Awbridge Village Hall 
(A full day experience for non-
beekeepers) 
tinyurl.com/RDBKATD 

Charles Butler 400th Anniversary: 
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th August  
St Lawrence, Church, Wooten St 
Lawrence RG23 8PE 

www.charles-butler400.co.uk 

See page 2 for more information 

Apimondia 48: 4-7 September 2023 
Santiago Chile. A late summer trip for 
the adventurous?  
www.apimondia.org/ 

The Romsey Show: 9th September 
2023 
Broadlands Estate, Romsey 
www.romseyshow.co.uk  

Hampshire Beekeepers Annual 
Honey show & Autumn Convention: 
1st October 2023 at the Sainsbury 
Building, Sparsholt College SO21 2NF 
details to follow 

The National Honey Show: 26-28 
October, Sandown Park Racecourse, 
Esher - www.honeyshow.co.uk/ 

 

Join the swarm team. 

If you have the time and experience, please consider 
either volunteering to answer the swarm phone or 
being available to collect swarms. 

This service provides great opportunities to make 
links with the local community, educate others about 
bees and beekeeping, and of course acquire more 
bees. See page 5 for further details. 

https://tinyurl.com/RDBKA12
www.bees.org
https://tinyurl.com/RDBKATD
http://www.charles-butler400.co.uk/
http://www.apimondia.org/
http://www.romseyshow.co.uk/
https://hampshirebeekeepers.org.uk/event/hampshire-beekeepers-association-annual-honey-show-autumn-convention-2023/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
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Apiary update 

The Apiary Team completed the first full inspection of the year in mid April, with three of our 
colonies beginning the year strongly. 

Unfortunately our oldest queen’s colony (2020 blue) had declined to 
a point it was no longer viable, and with the queen no longer laying, 
we took the decision to retire the queen and shake out the few 
remaining bees. We hope that by leaving the queen’s remains on a 
nearby tree, her residual pheromones may attract swarms in the 
future. 

Two of our colonies entered winter with double brood because of 
their size, and these have now been reduced to single brood.  

Our third colony, one of the two in National hives, already had 9 frames of brood, a handful of 
drones and a few queen cups. A super was added to give the colony space to expand.  

Our First Apiary Safari: The ACA 

The Apiary Team welcomed around 15 members to the 
Association Community Apiary on Sunday 30th April. 
The weather stayed mild and we were able to inspect 
all 4 colonies. 

The weakest (Langstroth) colony had failed to build and 
was re-queened using a nucleus created last week for 
swarm control: the nucleus box has been re-purposed 
as a bait hive at the edge of the apiary. 

The colony currently re-queening in a double-
brooded National hive had raised an abundance 
of queen cells and was sufficiently prosperous 
that a split was possible, creating 2 full sized 
colonies (left). The majority of the stores were 
given to those in the new location to mitigate the 
temporary dip in foraging bees. 

The fourth colony had built up well and the 
decision was made to create a brood and a half 
and add a further super above the excluder as 
there was already freshly capped honey (right). 

The afternoon concluded with an opportunity to socialise, with refreshments provided by David 
Slater’s field kitchen (below) and cakes contributed by members. 

Looking ahead to May, we begin the month by 
hosting this year’s Beginners Course, after which 
our Sunday morning training sessions will begin in 
earnest. Look out for your email invitation or 
contact Steve via RDBKAsec@gmail.com for 
more information and further contact details and 
directions. 

Steve Pickard, Will Rolt  

mailto:RDBKAsec@gmail.com
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Charles Butler: 400 years 
 

The Charles Butler Bee Fayre is 
a 2 day event which will 
celebrate the 400th anniversary 
of Charles Butler’s book, “the 
Feminine Monarchy”. 
 

It will be held on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th 
August 2023 at Wootton St Lawrence and will 
include a programme of events which will be a 
celebration not just of the life of Charles Butler 
but of bees and beekeeping in general. 
 
For more information visit the website: 
www.charles-butler400.co.uk, where you will find 
the full programme of events as well as an 
Eventbrite link to purchase tickets. 
 
The programme in brief (full details on the website): 

 

SATURDAY 19th August: 10:30 am to 5:30 pm 
The Hive Education Centre, Real Ale, Refreshments, Hot Food, Church Meadows stalls and Family 
activities throughout. Stallholders welcome you from 11am to 5pm 
 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm Church Speaker Presentations 
12 noon – 1 pm Morris Dancing 
2:00 – 4:15 pm Church Speaker Presentations 
4:30 pm Prize Raffle Draw 
5:00 pm Planting of Charles Butler Commemorative Tree and Blessing 

 

SUNDAY 20th August: 10:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Hive Education Centre, Workshops, Rural and Wildlife stalls, hog roast, real ale, and family activities. All 
activities start 11am onwards 
 
10:00am – 11:30am Beekeepers Thanksgiving Service with Stile Antico live performance 
12:00 – 2:00 pm Hog Roast and Morris Dancing 
1:00 – 4:00 pm International Beekeepers Forum 
4:15 pm Fayre Closes with Charles Butler Tradition of Blessing new honey harvest 

 
 
 
 
Butler’s book, The Feminine Monarchie, is available to 
read on Google Books at 
www.tinyurl.com/FeminineMonarchie 
 
 

 

 

  

The Church at Wootton St Lawrence, where 
Butler’s life and work are celebrated in a stained 

glass window 

S & A Downham, CC BY-SA 2.0 Wikimedia Commons 

http://www.charles-butler400.co.uk/
http://www.tinyurl.com/FeminineMonarchie
http://www.tinyurl.com/FeminineMonarchie
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What we need is a great big melting pot… 
…or a small one that is cheap to make and easy to pour.  

 
A design for a small 
wax melting pot that 
can be constructed 
using recycled 
materials and 
plumbing tools.  
 

The materials used: A metal coffee or syrup tin, a short length 
of 15mm copper tube, hacksaw, pipe cutter, pliers, plumbing 
flux and solder. 
 

The handle was made by cutting a 
15-20mm (½-¾ “) slot across one end 
of the copper tube. By carefully 
folding the 2 sides out to make a 
“butterfly” shape, rounding off any 
sharp corners and flattening this to 
match the curve of the tin a good 
contact area for attachment could be 
achieved. 
 
After lightly rubbing down the contact 
patch on the tin and applying some 
flux, the handle could be soldered 
close to the top of the tin. The small 
blow torch supplied with a Gas-Vap 
was perfect for this. 
Pop rivets (left) also seem to work as 
an alternative to solder. 
 
To create a spout, it was possible to use pliers to carefully bend out the lip 
around the top of the tin. Doing this slowly and gently and making the 
bend as gradual as possible minimized the risk of splitting the metal. 

 
With some wax inside the tin sits well in a shallow pan of hot water and the handle seems to 
remain a comfortable temperature. Much easier than using the tin alone. 
 
Will Rolt 
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Situations (Still) Vacant: 

Please contact the Hon Secretary 
for further information or to apply. 

rdbkasec@gmail.com  

 

 

. Committee Posts 
Committee members are needed to take 
on the following posts: 
 
Hon. Secretary 
To continue the outstanding work of 
the outgoing secretary, Janelle 
Quitman in managing all enquiries. 
 
Treasurer 
To hold the post alongside the current 
treasurer, Peter Hurst initially with a 
view to succeeding him in this role. 
 
Programme Co-ordinator 
To oversee planning a programme of 
talks and other events over the course 
of the year. 
 
 

mailto:rdbkasec@gmail.com
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BBKA News: Special Issue Series: 
 

 

The association has a small selection of books from the BBKA News “special issue” series for sale 
to members. These focus on different aspects of bees and beekeeping and are particularly useful 
if studying for various BBKA modules. Prices as direct from BBKA. 

 

Flower Families for Forage (1 available @ £4.00) 
Recommended reading for BBKA Module 2. 
 

General Husbandry (2 available @ £10) 
Recommended for the General Husbandry and Module 1 assessments. 
 

Feeding Honey Bees (2 available @£4) 
Recommended for Module 1. 
 

Queen Rearing (1 available @ £10) 
Recommended for Module 7. 
 

Swarming (8 available @ £4) 
Recommended for Module 1 
 

In the Apiary: A Month-by-Month Guide (10 available @ £4) 
A month-by month guide to the beekeeping year for beginners. 

 
Contact Will via RDBKAsec@gmail.com for more information. Collection from Romsey. 
  

mailto:RDBKAsec@gmail.com
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43rd Annual Auction Sale 
 

                                            of 
 

Bees and Beekeeping Equipment 

 
                  to be sold by 

 

                       Public Auction 

 

 

Starts 1.00pm on Saturday, 20 May 2023 

 

Viewing from 11.30am on the day of the sale at 

 

Greatham Village Hall, 

 

Near Liss, Petersfield, Hampshire. 

 

GU33 6AD 
 

 

www.greathamvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 
Contact David by 8 May to submit your items for 

inclusion in the auction. The catalogue will be available 

from 12 May, by email only. 
 

Please note that only 250 lots will be accepted so if you want to sell do not delay 
 

 

David Thompson  
Apple Tree Cottage, Ashton Lane, Bishop’s Waltham SO32 1FN 

01489 892642/07786 510594 divadthompson@hotmail.com  

 
 

http://www.greathamvillagehall.co.uk/
divadthompson@hotmail.com
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Hampshire Newsletter Sign-up 
 
As members of RDBKA we are also part of HBA (Hampshire 
Beekeepers’ association) and to this end you are invited to sign up 
for HBA’s quarterly newsletter. 

You will be kept updated with all upcoming HBA events, talks and 
news and will also receive all notifications from BBKA and BDI that 
have been forwarded during that period. 

 

To sign up, follow this link: HBA Newsletter Sign Up; 

or visit eepurl.com/h5EHZj 

 
 

 

 

A week in beekeeping: 

In addition to the events shown on the front page of this newsletter, the following months include a 
number of “awareness weeks” related to bees and beekeeping. Some are more relevant than 
others to beekeepers: those organised by the BBKA in particular. 

How many were you aware of? (in my case, 2) 

Can you match the week with the date? 

Check against the answers and then add any of interest to your diary. 

 

 

Event  Date(s) 

A    Solitary Bee Week  1    4th – 10th September 2023 

B    BBKA National Honey Day  2    10th – 17th July 2023 

C    Pollinator Week   3    19th – 25th June 2023 

D    Asian Hornet Week  4    3rd – 9th July 2023 

E    World Bee Day  5    Saturday 21st October 2023 

F    Bees Needs Week  6    20th May 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
Answers:  A2  B5  C3  D1  E6  F2 

http://eepurl.com/h5EHZj
http://eepurl.com/h5EHZj

